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eople who work for 
animal welfare 
organisations, ones 
that really 

want to make a 
difference, that is, are 
usually passionate about 
what they do. 
Consequently, they are 
often vegetarians, and 
some will not wear 
leather shoes. People for 
Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA), for 
example, expects as 
much from its members, 
and PETA has been 
doing wonderful work all 
around the globe. 
 
I am often asked if I am 
vegetarian. I am not. I 
have a couple of friends 
who do not actively work 
for animals, but have 
given up meat. I work 
approximately six 

Kill with kindness: Cat, Fish & Compassion 

P 

they are still alive - 
without appearing self-
righteous. You may also 
want to pick one dog in 
your locality to give a 
small treat to on your 
way home from work 
every evening. A single 
biscuit will reward you 
with an expression of 
genuine gratitude that, if 
you care to notice it, will 
stay with you forever.  
 
It isn't that we are not 
compassionate, but it's 
just that we do not 
always know what we 
would like to be compas-
sionate about. Most 
people are not sadistic, or 
cruel: they just don't 
realise that there are so 
many different ways of 
being kind, and so many 
in need of such acts of 
kindness. If we can 
believe that animal 
welfare is not something 
that only eccentric people 
and celebrities indulge in, 
we would probably find 
many happy strays in 
every locality, and a lot 
less cruelty against them. 
 

www.kapush.net 

refuse is carried out of 
local it it's infested with 
multi-storied buildings, 
and strays arc seen as a 
nuisance. 
 
It was a practice in East 
Bengal to stop eating 
hilsa fish between 
Dashami and Saraswati 
Puja. The fish spawn 
during that period, and 
the custom was not 
unlike that of not cutting 
down or even pruning 
trees that have just 
borne fruit. Traditions 
that are both practical 
and humane. 
 
I wish animal welfare did 
not have to be the work 
of a group of people who 
appear to be ones with a 
lot of restraint, or just 
plain eccentric. You need 
not prevent cruelty by 
turning vegetarian. You 
can, however, ask your 
butcher to treat animals 
with kindness while 

hours a day on strays and 
strays-turned-pets, and 
have given up so much 
of my residence to an ill-
maintained cat shelter 
that I have to live in a 
rented house with my 
family. I may appear to 
be passionate about the 
work I do, and yet, I 
wear leather shoes and 
partake in killing 
animals, namely fish, to 
feed the strays that I 
shelter.  
 
My fish supplier goes to 
absurd extents to make 
sure the strays are fed, 
even if it means cycling 
15 km and back when 
there is nothing available 
locally. He also spent out 
of his own savings when 
my finances were so 
down that I could not pay 
him. I had run up a debt 
upward of Rs. 20,000, 
and all he did was ask me 
not to worry about it. 
And yet, this 

things'. It was not so long 
ago that people who 
chased strays with sticks 
if they tried to steal food 
would also make sure 
they were fed on 
leftovers. That was not 
labelled as animal 
welfare, and was 
something that 'everyone' 
did. Today, all 

man would chop the fins 
off fish before he killed 
them, until he realised 
how cruel that was.  
 
Somehow, working for 
animals has become 
something 'they' do and 
we do not, 'they' being 
people with a lot of 
money and time for 'such 

Zero tolerance, please, we are the Third World  

 

P 

I often wonder what it is 
that separates us from 
them. The USA came 

into existence with a 
genocide of the 
aboriginal Indians.  

 
They continue to 

oppress, spread terror 
and lies, and give us a 
chance to be both 

knowledgeable and 
critical about them. One 
could make a career out 

of being anti-US. Also, it 
is a country where 

abominable crimes 
against humans and 
animals are committed 

on a regular basis, 
sometimes with sanction 
of the law. That's the US 

for you: a lucrative 
career option for us 
Third Worlders.  

 
As a teacher, I know a 

number of personalities 
who are genuinely 
educated, and are out to 

change society (for the 
better) as per their 
beliefs, frequently in sync 

with my own. There was 
justified outrage among 

them about a woman 
brutally killed in Kolkata 
with what may have been 

an iron rod shoved into 
her, to top numerous 
other atrocities. I had 

personally shared a story  

 
about a cat who met a 

similar fate - and she had 
been burned, as a bonus. 

She was still alive, by the 
way, and being taken 
care of. Not a single 

'share' from anyone on 
my Facebook friends' 
list. 

  
I have a cousin in his 50s, 

a former Naxalite, who 
got stray dogs picked up 
from his locality because 

they barked too much. 
Strays picked up like 
that, as you probably 

know, are not exactly 
given over. for adoption. 

My cousin  

 
is a wonderful person, 

and you can spend hours 
with him - excellent 

sense of humour, very 
knowledgeable, not 
politically biased at all.  

 
These damn Americans, 
on the other hand, have 

societies and groups and 
clubs and what not to 

care for animals. They 
seem ridiculously 
passionate about these 

efforts, spending time, 
money and web space 
caring for one 

insignificant animal 
perhaps left for dead by 

his owners, or  

 
tortured by some lowlife 

to near death, or 
mutilated in illegal dog 
fights. It is shocking how 

one little life can be so 
precious to them. Those 

that cannot find the time, 
waste resources by 
chipping in for those that 

do. Sure, it's easy for 
them. What do they 
know of Third World 

poverty? Can we even 
conceive of such trivial 

pursuits, given our busy 
schedules to save the 
world? When you 

cannot· take care of 
humans, it is definitely  

 
a sin to spend on strays, 
of all things. The West is 
West and we are us.  

 
I have the funny idea that 
if we had a little more 

tolerance and love - 
tolerance, mainly, there 

could be place for 
everything in our lives. 
The sadists are a reality 

that will probably always 
exist but maybe, the 
distinction between 

human and animal would 
cease to - for the most 

part, anyway.  
 

www.kapush.net  
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I have said this 
elsewhere, and find it 

important enough to 
repeat: it is my 
sincere belief that the 

transport system of a 
country and how people 
show compassion, 

determine how civilised 
that country is. If you 

have doubts about the 
first, think of your 
journey back home if 

you happen to travel by 
public transport and 
whether or not you 

would be happier going 
to work if half your 
energy were not wasted 

in commuting. If you 
are unsure about the 

second, there isn't much 
that I can say to 
convince you. But I am 

going to try all the 
same. 
 

Before that, however, it 
is important to define 

the word 'civilised'. For 
our purpose, shall we 
say it refers to the 

amount of safety and 
security that your family 
has in a typical day of 

your life, barring 
unfortunate accidents? 

Recently, a couple of 
photographs of cheerful 
teenagers strangling and 

skinning alive puppies 
have been doing the 
rounds on Facebook. I 

personally witnessed a 
boy, maybe a l0 years 

old, having fun 

with a puppy by 

suspending it in air with 
a makeshift noose. We 

managed to free the poor 
thing from all that fun. 
An acquaintance 

recounted a story where 
he witnessed from a 
moving train a group of 

kids doing the same to a 
cat and clapping in glee 

when the victim of fun 
thrashed around in 
obvious - fun. These fun 

loving young people are 
all around us. They 
know what they are 

doing, and loving it. 
Good for them. The 

question is: how safe are 
your children with so 
many delightful 

creatures moving around 
with impunity? 
 

What is it actually? 
This strangling of 
helpless animals? The 

keyword is helpless. 
There is a certain joy 

derived from 
dominating a helpless 
individual, be it canine, 

feline or human. This is 
not mere sadism. Some 
sadists are hunters; they 

will find no challenge 
in torturing helpless 

beings. What we have 
here is a class of people 
who derive pleasure out 

of targeting specifically 
ones who cannot fight 
back, and they feel 

happier when they are 
able to advertise their 

deed. This is even more 
disturbing: they know 
what they are doing will 

enrage a number of 
people, and their joy is 
thus twofold, one 

derived from the victim 
and the other from 

showing 

off to the world that 

they could not care less 
about compassion or 

legality. The line 
between animal abuse 
and child abuse or, in 

general, criminal acts 
that are not merely 
profit motivated, is finer 

than most of us would 
like to admit. 

 
Allow me to clarify: 
this is not the same as 

beating a leopard to 
death when it has 
strayed into a village. 

Nor is it similar to 
someone killing a stray 

cat or dog in a fit of 
rage because it 
happened to trespass 

into that person's 
property. This is 
premeditated torture 

for fun. This is docu-
menting and 
advertising such 

torture for fun. It is 
more dangerous than 

traders in China 
breaking bones of live 
animals and skinning 

them for profit - yes, 
while they are still 
alive. When the motive 

is profit, no matter how 
gruesome the practice, 

there is an element of 
rationality involved - 
the same kind of 

rationality, I suppose, 
that leads nations to 
send their children to 

war for profit. 
Torturing helpless 

animals for fun is an 
aberration that we had 
best be aware of for 

our children's sake. If 
we let them get away 
with their fun, God 

forbid, but we might 
someday be the butt of 

such joke as funnier 
than our worst 
nightmare. 

 
www.kapush.net 

When your pet is truly your baby  

  
ne of my friends 
saved and adopted 
a kitten when she 

was posted 
outside  

Kolkata. The little one 
grew up into a small 
tiger-like tomcat. and 

was surprisingly cuddly 
despite his formidable 
appearance, sleeping 

with her and behaving 
as though she were her 

mother. She wrote to me 
once that she wasn't sure 
if her human children 

(she had none then) 
would ever care for her 
as much.  

 
When she came back, 

she hired a car for the 
five hour journey to 
transport her baby to 

Kolkata. Unfortunately, 
in cramped and 
unfamiliar surroundings, 

he was miserable and  
cared, and cried all 

night.  

 

She could not bear to 
see the magnificent 
creature locked up 

inside a small flat all 
day and had to decide to 

let him live in his own 
territory, in wide open 
space.  

If only pet lovers were 
also animal lovers. So 
many  

dogs are abandoned 
once they are too old 

to maintain. So many 
cats find themselves 

homeless once human 
babies are born to the 
people they thought 

were their family.  
 
Too many people treat 

their pets as trophies. 
Not surprising, given 
that the term <trophy 

wife' exists at all. And I 
guess there's not much 

we can do about people 
who simply don't care 
for their pets. I wonder 

if it is the same people 
who create business for 
old age homes, one way 

or another.  
 

For those that don't 
understand how their 
pets feel when 

abandoned, let me tell 
you that your full grown 
dog or cat, on an 

average, is about as 
intelligent and mature as 

a three year old human 
baby. Cats treat you as 
family: their home is 

your home, and they 
will try to make you 
happy. I can understand 

if no one wants to wake 
up with a dead field 

mouse beside them, but 
please don't be angry 
with your cat if that 

happens. It was meant 
as a family gift.  
 

Dogs are pack animals. 
If you have brought up a 
puppy - touching his 

body, bathing him, 
feeding him, then you, 

as his 

leader, have unlimited 

rights over him. It is sad 
when you abuse such 
rights. 

  
You were amused and 

delighted by their antics, 
and how they fetched 
the paper or curled up 

beside you. You felt her 
love when she stood up 
on her hind legs and 

looked into your eyes 
and mewed. She didn't 

always want food - a pet 
cat will often not eat 
unless you caress and 

coax her. So what did 
she do, what did all of 
them do to find them-

selves out of the home 
that you had given 

them?  
They are not human, and 
will not feel betrayed. 

What they will feel is 
abandoned and lonely 
and sad. Please 

understand that cats, 
especially, are predators, 

and do not mind fighting 
for their survival. Even 
for a cat that has never 

been outside a human 
home, the primal 
instinct kicks in very 

quickly. What they can't 
cope with is the sense of 
loss from not having 

you around. They are 
dumb animals, just as 

three year old humans 
are. And if you loved 
them once, try to 

remember what they 
meant to you when you 
did.  

 
www.kapush.net   
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Infection? Why 
blame the cat?  

 
ou hear a lot of 

scary stuff about 
how one can get 
infected by feline 

diseases and  
how keeping a cat in a 

household with infants 
can be a health hazard. 
While it is a fact that you 

can actually be infected 
by your cat, if you think 
carefully, it is easy to see 

that it is not your cat, but 
your lack of hygiene, that 

creates the problem.  

 
Cats do not normally 
spread disease. However, 

several kinds of 
contamination may occur 
if you are not careful. A 

pregnant lady cohabiting 
with a cat should be extra 

careful. There is a 
disease, Toxoplasmosis, 
that can maim or even 

kill a foetus, and it is 
convenient to blame the 
cat for it.  

 
Let us analyse this care-
fully, since, apart from 

the cat, your own life 
and happiness are at 
stake unless you see 

where the problem really 
lies. Cats are mostly 
immune to the disease, 

caused by the single-cell 
toxoplasma gondii. They 
become carriers, and 

shed oocytes with their 
stool.  

 
So if you come in contact 
with infected cat litter, 
you could become 

infected, too. If you 
ingest soil with infected 
cat poo, you could 

become infected.  

 
For a healthy young 

adult, there would be no 
complications other than 
a mild flu-like condition 

for a few days. But if 
you're pregnant, you 
could well lose the baby. 

If you have cats at home, 
your chances of infection 

are higher, since you 
would handle cat litter, 
possibly, or the cat, 

which may have traces of 
faeces  

 
on it. Right? Not 
exactly. I mean, the 

apprehensions are 
correct, of course, but 

the cat may not be the 
source of your 
problems.  

 
Cats become infected 
when they ingest animals 

affected by the disease. 
You could become 

infected if you ate half-
cooked, infected chicken. 
But why on earth would a 

pregnant woman, or 
anyone, handle cat litter 
without gloves, or not 

wash their hands later?  
 

Why would you let chil-
dren play unsupervised, 
even in a household free 

of cats? Why would your 
children not wash their 
hands before eating? Even 

adults ought to wash their 
hands before eating, even 

if using a fork or spoon.  
 
The presence of a cat is 

incidental. If you can't 
keep yourself clean, you 
will catch a disease even 

without your cat's help. 
  

If you still insist on get-
ting rid of your cat, which 
knows nothing about the 

threat it has suddenly 
become, you might 
consider the fact that cats 

are most fastidious about 
cleanliness. Indeed, you 
are more at risk from your 

neighbour than your cat. 
They lick themselves 

constantly, with their 
barbed tongues. If your 
cat has ever licked you, 

you will know how it 
feels. The skin could 
literally come off after a 

while. 
  

This is not to prove that 
cats have no harmful 
effects on humans. If your 

child plays with your cat, 
unsupervised, there would 
be a risk of cat scratch 

disease. If you aren't 
careful with your hygiene, 

you might contract a 
disease from your cat. But 
in that case, you could be 

infected by just about 
anything.  
 

A bit of common sense 
and a lot of compassion 

go a long way in keeping 
your family together - 
feline, canine and human.  

Y
T 
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stray dog wanders 
around the streets, 
a putrid stink 

coming from his 
wound, trying 

to lick himself to recov-

ery. The wound looks as 
bad as it smells, with 

maggots crawling all over 
it. If the wound is bad 
enough, the dog will 

eventually succumb.  

 
In such cases, a common 

custom for animal lovers is 

to use Phenyle on the 
wound. The main problem 

is not treating the wound, 
but getting the patient to 
receive treatment. If you're 

in a position to treat him, 
please use the following 
method instead of Phenyle 

'medication'.  

 
Collect a bottle of liquid 

Betadine, a 2 ml syringe 
without the needle, Nega-
sunt Powder (available 

only where veterinary 
medicine is sold), a pincer, 
some cotton (for your use), 

and Tetracycline capsules.  
Once the patient is 

under control, and you 

may need  

help because he will 
move, wash the wound 
with Betadine using the 

syringe, then spray it 
with Negasunt. In a 
minute, you will find the 

maggots crawling out, 
dead or dying. Not pretty.  

 
If you have the nerve, 

use the pincer to pick the 
maggots from the wound. 

If not, wash it with 
Betadine again. Once 
done, do not cover the 

wound with cotton. The 
dog will pull at it with his 

teeth anyway. If this is 
your pet, I would advise 
you to put a propel' 

bandage on the wound 
and dress it twice daily. 
But then, you'd have a 

doctor attending your 
baby.  

 
Follow this regimen for 
three days at least. If you 
don't see maggots after 

the second day, do not use 
Negasunt. Just wash with 
Betadine. When you feed 

the dog, and I assume you 
will, please use a capsule 

of Tetracycline 250 or 
500, depending on the 
dog's size. Put the capsule 

inside a bit of fish, meat, 
or sweet, and he will eat it 
without fuss.  

 
You may have to keep 
him on a liquid diet for 

the first couple of days, if 
he is too weak to chew. I 
don't expect you to spend 

a fortune, but  

the point is to see that he 

is not dehydrated. Mix a 
little milk with water if 
nothing more, and he will 

look into your eyes and 
wag his tail to show you 

how grateful he is.  

 
Strays are usually prone to 
worm infections. Describe 

the weight and size of a 
dog to a salesman and he'll 
tell you how many Drontal 

Plus tablets to use. Drontal 
is a broad spectrum de-

wormer. Wait until he 
gains a little strength 
before de-worming, since 

de-worming agents are 
basically poison.  

 
This, of course, is assum-

ing you are one of those 
rare people who helps 

strays, but know no better 
than to use Phenyle. In my 
experience, there are often 

a number of such people, 
but they don't know each 
other. You could do a lot 

if you could connect.  

 
If the patient is not ready 

to take medication, give 
him food, any food, and 
talk to him for a couple of 

days to show him you are 
friendly. It is likely that he 
will respond. If he is alive 

and treatable once you 
have gained his trust, good 

for him, and you. If not, 
he will have died happy, 
knowing you cared.  

 
www.kapush.net  
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Taking a stand against animal abuse  
 

  
I am not sure how I 
would feel about animal 

testing in the world of 
medicine if  
some life-saving drug 

were needed to heal 
someone close to me. 

However, I am pretty 
sure I want my shampoo 
or toothpaste unstained 

by the blood of 
innocents.  
 

One of my cousins is in 
the pharmaceuticals 

industry and she 
mentioned that they 
would have to take care 

of a baby mouse, for 
example, feed him and 
pet him and keep him 

healthy, and then induce 
cancer in him to observe 

and note down the 
results and then try to 
heal him with the under 

trial drugs. Or they 
would be required 
simply to cut him open. 

She mentioned one of 
the staffs, an expert at 

vivisection, who had 
apparently taken this job 
out oflove for animals. 

According to him, 
someone would be 
doing this anyway, so it 

might as well be him 
because he would ensure 

that the test subjects  

suffered the least. I can 
totally identify with this 

man. The absolute 
necessity of vivisection 
is a hoax that may have 

been perpetuated by a 
bunch of sadists. The 
internet is our friend, 

and I do not need to list 
the number of 

authoritative sites that 
will confirm that you 
need human test subjects 

to determine viability of 
drugs on humans.  
 

One might argue that 
animals dissected under 

anaesthesia cannot 
possibly suffer. True, if 
they are properly 

anaesthetised. In any 
case, being cut open and 
killed in the process is 

the most benign form of 
violence inflicted upon 
animals. Experiments 

appear to focus on how 
much torture an animal 

can take before the poor 
thing mercifully 
succumbs. And  

 then there is the way the 
animals are kept. They 

can be as traumatised as 
you and I. In 

documented cases 
involving reputed 
institutions, the horror 

that was observed is 
simply beyond belief. 
All in the name of 

science and with the aid 
of government grants. 

  
Thankfully, India has 
recently banned 

vivisection in colleges. 
About a decade  

back, the Division 
Bench of the High Court 
of Kerala in a significant 

judgement (Jumbo 
Circus vs the Union of 

India and Others) that 
banned the use or abuse 
of five species of 

animals in circus, stated, 
among other things: 
"Though not Homo 

sapiens, they (animals) 
are also beings entitled 

to humane treatment. In 
many respects, they 
behave better than man. 

They kill to eat, and eat 
to live and not live to eat 
as some humans. They 

do not practise 
deception, fraud or 
falsehood as we do, and 

all except the very low-
est exhibit some degree 

of intelligence ranging 
from learned responses 
to complex reasoning. 

What is more, they do 
not proliferate and 
deplete our planet's 

resources."  
 

Those that feel this was 
redundant and a major 
'fun' element of the 

Circus was thus 
removed: I completely 
empathise. Just that I 

love Rome more. And 
perhaps you would too, 

if you were informed of 
the background to the 
'fun' that led to the 

Judgement in question.  

 
Anybody can take the 
first step against animal 

abuse.  
 

www.kapush.net  

variety 

I 

Spare those innocent animals  

 

 

In continuation of our 
last article on 
vivisection, the present 

one will be an  
introduction to the 

various ingenious and 
redundant tests that are 
carried out on animals in 

the cosmetic industry. 
Please be advised that 
the very nature of the 

experiments makes them 
extremely disturbing to 

read about.  
 
Each year, millions of 

animals are literally 
tortured to death by 
cosmetic companies in 

the name of ensuring 
safety of their consumers. 

The American Food and 
Drug Administration 
(FDA) does not require 

such testing, as humane 
and reliable methods are 
widely available that are 

being used by hundreds 
of companies.  

 
Product tests on animals 
are performed commonly 

to measure skin irritancy, 
possibility of damage to 
the eyes, and the general 

level of toxicity in 
components of a given 

product. The Draize Test 
puts caustic substances 
into the eyes of rabbits to 

estimate the level of eye 
tissue damage that may 
be caused. The rabbits 

often break their necks 
trying to escape the pain. 
  

Lethal Dosage (LD) tests 
are used to determine the 

amount of toxic 
substance needed to kill a 
certain percentage of test 

subjects. The LD50, for 
example, will stop only 
when half the subjects are 

killed by forcefully intro-
ducing poison into their 

system by stomach tubes, 
inhalers or injections. 
Unnaturally high 

concentrations of 
substances never to be 
found in the marketed 

product are used for this 
purpose. Symptoms 

include convulsion, 
extreme pain, vomiting, 
paralysis and bleeding 

from all orifices and the 
eyes. If the other half of  

In 2003, the European 
Union passed a ban on 
use of animals for 

product safety testing in 
the cosmetic industry 
with effect from 2009 

culminating in a com-
plete sales ban in 2013. 

Still, companies continue 
to use such tests because 
of three major reasons. A 

lot of technical and 
research staff that have 
made their living by 

conducting sadistic 
torture on animals as 

part of their daily routine 
will lose their jobs and 
may suddenly find that 

they are good for noth-
ing else. Also, legal cells 
of the concerned 

companies find animal 
testing a convenient 
loophole to evade liabili-

ty in case of a lawsuit. 
However, the most 

unfortunate reason, in 
my opinion, is the fact 
that consumers mostly 

do not care. If companies 
realised that their prod-
ucts would not sell 

coated in blood and 
tears, they would stop 

simply in fear of incur-
ring losses.  

 

www.kapush.net 

 
test subjects not yet 

dead is extended any 
kind of humane 

treatment, then it is 
news to me. 
  

It is important to under-
stand that these tests 
need not be denounced 

only because they are 
inhuman, but because 

they are useless. Results 
of such tests cannot be 
extrapolated from rabbit 

or monkey to a human. 
The lethal dosage test is 
completely redundant as 

far as product safety is 
concerned. And there are 

too many sane and 
humane alternatives that 
provide accurate results. 

Complex mathematical 
algorithms and computer 
projections coupled with 

laboratory tests carried 
out using human tissue 
culture samples and 

cornea from eye banks 
give the desired results 

in a far more exact 
manner than torturing 
any helpless animal ever 

could. Many companies 
avoid the need for tests 
altogether by using 

approved and nontoxic 
organic ingredients.  
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ennox was killed on 
July 11, 2012 by the 
Belfast City 

Council.  
He was a pit bull look 
alike captured by the 

Belfast City Council 
under the Breed 

Specific Legislation that 
permits them to kill 
'dangerous' dogs. 

Lennox was part of a 
human family, a const-
ant companion to their 

little girl, and the 
Council's expert 
described Lennox as 

one of the most 
unpredictable and 

dangerous dogs he had 
come across. He was 
incarcerated 26 months 

ago, his family fought 
an uphill legal battle, 
and lost. There was a 

candle light vigil to save 
Lennox right before the 

day he was reportedly 
killed. 
  

'Reportedly', because a 
lot of activists have 
questioned why the 
family was refused a 

last visit, why the body 
would not be handed 

over (but 'some ashes' 
may be sent by mail), 
and why Lennox was 

not seen for months. It 
is a suspicion that has 
been growing, and is 

likely to find a very 
strong voice, that the 

Council had killed 
1ennox a long time 
back, and was 

manipulating the 
judicial system to save 
face. That he was 

'humanely' put to death 
in a 'secret kennel' is 

fuelling speculations 
that may appear largely 
justified to the 

supporters of this cause. 

  

This atrocity happened 
in a city with thousands 
others protesting it, and 

tens of thousands more 
all around the world 

joining in. There are 
Irish who have publicly 
declared that they are 

ashamed of their 
heritage after what the 
Council did. And all this 

over one little dog. I am 
happy to say that at least 

one somewhat similar 
incident comes to mind: 
cats were taken into the 

Writers Building to get 
rid of a mice pestilence, 
and when the cats bred 

as they  

do, there was a plan to 
kill them off. Animal 
welfare organisations 

all over the State 
protested and had their 
way. However, not one 

of my Indian friends on 
Social Media sites 

seemed the least bit 
interested over the story 
of Lennox that was 

literally rocking the 
world, and still is. That 
does not make them 

better or lesser than 
anyone. That makes 
them indifferent, and I 

wish it were otherwise. 
  

This was to be the con-
cluding article to the 
series regarding 
vivisection, and animal 

testing in the cosmetic 
industry. I did not plan 
it to be like this origi-

nally, but I wish the 
murder of Lennox will 

not have been in vain. I 
wish more of us would 
take proactive steps to 

stop the daily torture 
and killing of innocent 
animals. There is no 

point in getting rid of 
your favourite brand of 

razor or shampoo just 
because somebody said 
so. What I write here is 

not as important as what 
you can find out for 
yourselves. You will 

find documented evi-
dence (as opposed to 

unsubstantiated claims) 
if you search the 
internet on which 

brands are into animal 
testing. And I dare say, 
you will be shocked.  

 

If you wish to make a 
difference, please stay 
informed. 

Leapingbunny.org: 'The 
Coalition for Consumer 
Information on 

Cosmetics' (CCIC) 
Leaping Bunny 
Program administers a 

cruelty-free standard 
and the internationally 

recognised Leaping 
Bunny Logo for 
companies producing 

cosmetic, personal care, 
and household products: 
instead of maligning 

companies that do 
practise animal testing, 

Leapingbunny 
encourages consumers 
to invite their favourite 

brands to the cruelty 
free program which 
apprises them directly 

of consumer sentiments. 

 

Boycotting certain 
brands is relatively 

easy, but it is a more 
positive step if we make 
an effort to convince 

them to be cruelty free.  
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L Making sense of BSL  

 

grounds to allow 10 

days for Wicca's 
supporters to file a 

motion. The City 
refused, and the Judge 
has no power to 

overturn a death 
sentence.  
 

Even though the owner 
faces a number of legal 

hurdles to keep a 
banned or restricted 
breed, it is the dog who 

is punished, with death. 
For some, this might 
make sense, since a 

considerable number of 
humans die from dog 

attacks each year. If a 
breed can be identified 
as being dangerous or 

unpredictable, it 
probably is logical to 
restrict it. 

  
Extermination might 
be a bit extreme, but 

one can always look 
the other way: the way 

the number of humans 
are being saved, that is. 
Unfortunately, 

potential victims 
cannot be helped in 
this manner if there is 

an inherent flaw in the 
legislation. There are 

more than 70 breeds 
that are supposedly 
dangerous to humans.  

 
Interestingly, Pug is, in 
fact, a dangerous 

breed. Dogs are good 
learners. If you teach a 

Pug to kill,  

he will most likely learn 
to kill. Any dog is 
dangerous in the hands of 

a bad owner. Even St. 
Bernards have been 

known to kill. Cars, when 
driven badly, kill, and 
food frequently kills when 

rotten, and all serial 
killers and murderers and 
rapists were once 

delightful little babies 
who merely grew up the 

wrong way. 
  
Very recently there was 

much outrage about a pit 
bull and his owner who let 
the dog dangerously close 

to a domestic cat. The cat, 
as expected, was viciously 

killed. Cat lovers in online 
forums were livid, and it 
was alarming to find some 

of them visualising novel 
ways of killing the dog 
and his breed. Obviously, 

one can be a cat lover or a 
dog lover and not an 

animal lover all at the 
same time. The owner  

was captured by the police 

later, and he was found to 
have a history of criminal 

behaviour of the vilest 
kind. If BSL is enforced, 
the dog will be legally 

killed, and the owner 
perhaps fined, if that.  
 

I am not sure if it  
would be an exaggeration 

to call BSL an instrument 
of genocide, but it is 
certainly one that needs 

serious reconsideration. 
Lennox is beyond hurt 
now that he is dead, but 

his little human sister is 
likely to be scarred for 

life. The insensitivity in 
taking a life that has been 
displayed so far smacks of 

racism where individuals 
are judged on looks alone, 
and one cannot help but 

have a sense of 
foreboding that this may 
just be the beginning of 

things to come.  
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B reed Specific 
Legislation, target-

ing certain breeds  

of dogs mostly by their 
looks, are found in too 
many countries and 

states for an animal 
lover's comfort, BSL is 

simply a legal way of 
restricting or extermi-
nating an entire breed. 

Lennox was a victim 
who drew protests 
from all over the 

world, and gave a face 
to BSL. Currently, 

another dog named 
Wicca is being held in 
Canada because she 

was startled by a lady 
and scratched her. 
Wicca is otherwise a 

family dog, and a 
loving companion to 

the children. She was 
sentenced to death, but 
due to overwhelming 

support from all over 
the world, the judge 
who had passed the 

sentence begged the 
City of Montreal on 

moral  
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